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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Enclosed is a reply to the Office Action dated December 19, 2003. The items checked 
below are appropriate: 

^ Applicants hereby petition for a three months extension of time to respond to the 
above Office Action. The fee of $950.00 for the Extension is enclosed. 

The claims are calculated below: 





Claims Remaining 
After Amendment 




Highest Number 
Previously Paid 


Present 
Extra 


Rate 


Additional 
Fee 


Total 


21 




20 


1 


x$ 18 


$ 18.00 


Indep. 


3 




3 


0 


x$ 86 


0 


□ Firsl 


t Presentation of Mul 


tiple 


Dep. Claim(s) 


+$290 


0 


Subtotal 


$ 18.00 


Reduction by Vz if small entity 


0 


TOTAL 


$ 18.00 



^ A fee of $1 8.00 to cover the cost of the additional claims added by this reply is 
enclosed. 

O A fee of $[Fee] to cover [Title of other paper(s)] is enclosed. 

^ A check for $968.00 to cover the above fees is enclosed. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW 

GARRETT & DUNNER, LLP. 
13001 Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 408-4000 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



Dated: June 17, 2004 




Andrew B. Schwaab 
Reg. No. 38,61 1 
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Sir: 



Group Art Unit: 2157 
Examiner: SALAD, Abdullahi E. 

Confirmation No.: 1551 



RECEIVED 

JUN 2 3 2004 

Technology Center 2100 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



In reply to the Office Action dated December 19, 2003, in the present application, 
Appln. No. 09/544,795, Applicants file a Request for Continued Examination and 
respectfully request the Examiner enter the following Amendments and consider the 
following remarks. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 3 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 12 of this paper. 
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